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Festival of Balloons Family BBQ: Ipm

City Parade: 9am 6:30pm
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Mr. Brian Sadamoto

Shakespeare & Freemasonry

Hilton Hotel Club Meeting

Bro.Angel Perez
8am 7pm

7pm

JULY BIRTHDAYS R0 29

Yun Choi,William Osburn (07/02); Hugh ATU \Y
Davis (07/03); Isaac Carbajal,Walter SATURDAY
Nieber (07/04); Raymond Burt, Dennis

Lee (07/05); Jamison Baker (07/06); Masonic Meditation
Aaron Habibipour, Charles Vaughen 9am

(07/07); James Gips, (07/09); Robert Chichocki
(07/11); Charles Kohli (07/12); Nathan Brown
(7/13); Juan Bustillo (07/15); Danel Van Berg, Mady
Yehia (07/16); Preston Kyles (07/17); John Baker,
Erick Larios (07/18); Dago Rodriguez, Bruce HALL ASSOCIATION MEETINGS
Wallace (07/21); lan E. Laurelin (07/28); Arthur Tuesday, July 28,2026
Alexanyan, Max Mironenko(07/31). 6:30pm IN PERSON

SCRL MEETING & DINNER ” EASTERN STAR DINNER & MEETING
MONDAY July 20, 2026 (B0 MONDAY July 13, 2026
Meeting @ 6:30pm “ Dinner @ 6:30pm
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From The East
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WORSHIPFUL NATE BROWN

Greetings Brethren,
In celebration of
the Semiquincentennial Anniversary of
the United States Declaration of
Independence, members of our lodge
visited Scotland and Ireland last month
for a “British Isles Masonic Pilgrimage.”
We were joined in Scotland by
members of Lodge Toleranz No. 19,
AF&AM from Vienna, Austria. This trip
was an unprecedented and epic
undertaking by our Lodge, which our
Secretary and Assistant Secretary
thankfully assisted me with. Our
delegation consisted of (I18) lodge
brethren along with (7) of their family
or guests, many later describing the
trip as “life changing” I'm eternally
grateful to have been given the
opportunity to share such an
important experience with so many of
my brethren.

The idea was spawned four years
ago after | visited the Grand Lodge of

Scotland, where | had the good

fortune of meeting R ."W.".B.". Craig
Thompson, PM, the Substitute Grand

Master for the Province of Fife and
Kinross. We corresponded and struck up
a rapport, resulting in an invitation being
extended for us to exemplify the
California Entered Apprentice degree for
them at Lodge St. Leonard No. 935,
AF&AM in Kirkcaldy on June 5th. In
return, he arranged for us to observe the
conferral of their Master Mason degree at
Lodge Elgin & Bruce No. 1077, AF&AM in
Limekilns the following day. On June 7th,
we also visited Lodge Rosslyn St. Clair
No. 606, AF&AM, who kindly provided us
lunch and a lecture on Rosslyn Chapel
prior to our visit to this famous edifice.

After receiving our private Masonic
tour of the Chapel, some of us also
visited Canongate Kilwinning Lodge No. 2,
AF&AM, the Royal Order of Scotland, and
the Priory of St. John Scotland. The
following day we visited the Grand Lodge
of Scotland, and St. Mary’s Chapel No. I,
AF&AM. Our visit to Scotland was filled
with wonderful experiences of shared
ritual, fraternal bonding, and Masonic
education, and will hopefully produce an
ongoing relationship between our
country and the Scottish brethren for
many years to come.

Following the Scotland leg of the trip,
we flew to Dublin briefly, where we
visited the Grand Lodge of Ireland, and
enjoyed the local sights & fare. My
deepest thanks go to all involved, and |
extend my warmest regards to our new
friends overseas.Thank you all!

Fraternally Yours in LU.X,,

Wor.'. Nathaniel Brown, PM
2026 Lodge Master
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From The West

David VanderSmith
Greetings my Brothers,
As Masons, we often refer to ourselves
as traveling men. Our lodge’s recent
journey to Scotland reminded me that
the value of travel lies not simply in
seeing new places, but in gaining fresh
perspectives on the Craft and ourselves.

Shortly after arriving in Edinburgh, our
delegation visited Lodge St. Leonard No.
935 to exemplify the California First
Degree. One of the first things that
struck me was the multitude of lodges in
attendance. Our Scottish brethren wear
sashes identifying their home lodge,
making it immediately apparent how
many lodges had come together in
support of the occasion.

What impressed me most was not
simply the differences in ritual and
custom, but the spirit of participation
and fraternity that filled the room.
Brethren had traveled from across the
region to support one another, witness
our degree work, and share fellowship.
The harmony dinner that followed was
lively, welcoming, and full of conversation
among brothers who shared an
unmistakable love for the Craft, a spirit
echoed many times throughout our
journey.

“Freemasonry encourages
us to be traveling men.
Sometimes that journey
may take us into foreign
lands...”

The following evening, we had the

| opportunity to witness a Scottish Third

Degree at Lodge Elgin & Bruce No.
1077. While many elements were
familiar, the breadth and depth of
explanation throughout the degree gave
me a new perspective on aspects of the
work | had never before considered. It
served as a reminder that even familiar
lessons can reveal new insights when
viewed through a different lens.

One Scottish phrase that particularly
resonated with me was their reference
to the brethren seated along the sides
of the lodge room as “the pillars” It
struck me as a fitting reminder that the
strength of a lodge rests not only with
its officers, but with the participation
and support of all its members present.

Freemasonry encourages us to be
traveling men. Sometimes that journey
may take us into foreign lands, though
such distances are not required to
experience its benefits. Whether we
travel across the world or across town,
if we meet our brothers on the level
and remain willing to learn from one
another, our presence strengthens not
only our individual lodges, but our
fraternity as a whole.

Fraternally,
Bro. David VanderSmith
Senior Warden
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From The South
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Sebastian Schmidt

DearBrethren,

As we approach the celestial midpoint
of the year, | would like to take a
moment to speak about some of the
symbolism behind the plumb. Being
emblematic of the sun at meridian
height, it represents the brightest, most
active part of the day, when human
energies are fully engaged and
temptations to excess are strongest. In
this light, we are reminded of the need
to temper enthusiasm with discipline,
guiding ourselves from simple
enjoyment into genuine fellowship that
strengthens both character and
community.

The virtues associated with this
symbol call us to balance authority with
warmth, oversight with encouragement,
and duty with genuine care for the
brethren. Being incredibly fortunate to
presently occupy the chair of Junior
Warden in this lodge, | have come to
see that one particular quality shared
among us is that we engage in what we

“The recent trip to
Scotland is a perfect
example of this. The
brethren of SPML 290 not
only gave an exemplary
first degree, they also
shared in many life-
changing moments...”

do to the fullest—from conferring a
degree to spreading the cement of
brotherly love at refreshment.

The recent trip to Scotland is a
perfect example of this.The brethren of
SPML 290 not only gave an exemplary
first degree, they also shared in many
life-changing moments, forging bonds
among themselves and with other
lodges. For those who walked the
ancient streets of Edinburgh and
beyond, | imagine you may have felt the
echo of centuries of Masons who came
before you, who embodied these same
values. It is this continuity of principle
and practice that stands as one of the
core reasons for the great longevity of
our ancient and honorable fraternity.

In this way, | am most eagerly
awaiting the second half of the year, our
upcoming degrees, and future
opportunities for creating memories
and forging bonds with you all.

Fraternally,
Bro. Sebastian,
SPML 290 Junior Warden




SPML 290 at Rosslyn Chapel

From June 4—1 I, eighteen members of South Pasadena Masonic Lodge No. 290,
accompanied by seven guests, embarked on an unforgettable journey through
Edinburgh, Scotland, and Dublin, Ireland. More than a vacation, this was a
pilgrimage years in the making.

The seeds of the trip were planted back in 2022, when our Lodge traveled
to London for a Third Degree exemplification at the United Grand Lodge of
England. During that visit, then-Senior Deacon,Worshipful Nathan Brown, took
a train north to Edinburgh with several Brothers.There, a chance meeting with
a Scottish Mason began a conversation that would eventually grow into this
remarkable adventure.

History was made before our first full day had even begun. After an eleven-
hour flight, there was no time to rest. That very evening, our officers
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exchanged their travel clothes for tuxedos and journeyed to Kirkcaldy, where Lodge
St. Leonard’s No. 935 welcomed us with extraordinary hospitality. With Brethren in
attendance also visiting from Vienna, we exemplified the First Degree before a
packed lodge of nearly 120 Masons, representing six lodges and the Grand Lodge of
Scotland. The ceremony was delivered with precision and heart, leaving our Scottish
Brethren deeply impressed. Even more remarkable, it marked the first time any
California Lodge had exemplified a First Degree in a Scottish Lodge—a milestone
our Lodge will proudly remember. The evening concluded with fellowship, a
wonderful buffet, and heartfelt toasts celebrating our shared Brotherhood. Wor.
Brown presented the Scottish Lodge with the Heirloom Bible used in our
exemplification, signed by our degree team, as well as an encased American Flag that
was previously used in our Lodge

The following day brought us to the picturesque village of Limekilns, home to
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Lodge Elgin and Bruce No. 1077. Housed in a magnificent 500-year-old building
once owned by a Scottish Earl and later gifted to the Craft, the lodge radiated
history from every stone.There we witnessed a Third Degree performed for one
of their own candidates. While uniquely Scottish in presentation, the ceremony
reminded us how deeply our traditions transcend geography. Afterwards, we
enjoyed fellowship over traditional meat pies and more Scottish hospitality.

One of the highlights of our journey was Rosslyn Chapel, where members of
Lodge St. Clair No. 606 welcomed us with lunch and an engaging presentation
exploring the fascinating connections often drawn between Rosslyn and
Freemasonry. After touring the chapel itself, we returned to Edinburgh to visit
the Grand Lodge of Scotland. Although officially closed for the season, the Grand
Lodge graciously opened its magnificent ceremonial hall exclusively for our group




—a gesture of friendship we
deeply appreciated.

With our official visits complete,
the city became ours to explore.
Brothers wandered through the
ancient halls of Edinburgh Castle,
visited museums and galleries,
explored Lodge St. Mary’s Chapel
No. I, browsed Masonic shops, and
discovered the countless historic
pubs and cafés that give Edinburgh
its unmistakable charm

Our final destination was Dublin
Ireland. There we toured the
United Grand Lodge of Ireland
and its impressive museum, visited
the majestic Christ Church
Cathedral, enjoyed lunch at the
historic Brazen Head Pub, and
explored the National Library of
Ireland’s exhibit on poet and
senator William Butler Yeats
whose lifelong fascination with
esoteric traditions has often—but
incorrectly—led to speculation
about his being a Freemason

Looking back, this journey
offered far more than remarkable
buildings and historic landmarks. It
reminded us that while rituals,
customs, and traditions may differ
across nations, the principles of
Freemasonry remain universal
Through shared ceremonies, warm
hospitality, and genuine fellowship,
we experienced firsthand the
global reach of our Craft and its
enduring ability to unite good men
in peace, friendship, and mutual
respect

Some journeys fill a passport.
Others enrich the soul. This
journey accomplished both!
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THE ILLUMINATION LECTURE COMMITTEE WELCOMES MosT WoOR. BRO. BEN WILLIAMS
Our 2026 lllumination Lecture Series continued Friday, May 22, as 46
Brothers and guests gathered at South Pasadena Masonic Lodge to hear Brother Ben
Williams present On the Historicity of the Order of the Temple. The Knights Templar are
dangerous material. Not in the sword and spear sense, though there was plenty of
that. They are dangerous because the moment someone says “Templar” in a Masonic
room, all of the ghosts in Western esotericism come clanking into the room. All of
the unverified theories, Reddit threads, hearsay, and suspiciously convenient stone
carvings. Brother Williams did not run from that difficulty. He walked right into it
with the calm of a man stepping carefully on creaky floorboards.

He began by tracing the chivalric vein running through Freemasonry, from its early
speculative period, noting that the Craft has long claimed, borrowed, or at least
gestured toward knightly and religious orders. Ashmole appears. Anderson appears.
Ramsay appears. Charles Martel, whose very name means “The Hammer,” appears
almost like a medieval warning label, “Break Glass in Case of Umayyads.” This was
not presented as proof that Freemasonry descended neatly from the Templars,
because history is never that cooperative. It was presented as context: the soil in
which chivalric Masonry took root.

The strongest portion of the lecture came with the first clear appearance of the
Order of the Temple in the American record. In 1769, at Saint Andrews Royal Arch
Lodge in Boston, British Army officers from the 29th Regiment of Foot conferred
upon Brother William Davis the “four steps” culminating in making of a Knight
Templar. A few months later, the same Order was conferred upon Paul Revere. That
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detail has the odd kismet of real history.
The same military that would soon
collide with Boston patriotism also
furnished the ritual by which Paul
Revere became a Knight Templar. All in
a tavern. The Revolution, apparently, had
better lodge attendance than we had
imagined.

From there, Brother Williams
followed the trail backward through
traveling military lodges, Irish work,
Lodge Glittering Star, Halifax, Kilkenny,
and the very plausible conclusion that
some form of Templary was operative
in Irish Masonic circles before it
surfaced
straight road. It was like following

in Boston. This was not a

candlelight through a cavern: enough
illumination to keep moving, not
enough to pretend one had mapped the
whole foundation.

The lecture then widened into the
Jacobite and Continental background.
Catholic Masonry, Scots-Irish regiments
in French service, exile politics, the
Stuart cause, the Rite of Strict
Observance, the Swedish Rite, and the
various high degrees of eighteenth-
century Europe all entered the story. In
lesser hands this could have become a
parade of names wearing powdered
wigs and refusing to explain themselves.
Brother Williams kept returning to the
central distinction: the “four steps” of
early Templary appear to have been
something different from the later
Continental systems. Related, perhaps!?
Adjacent, certainly. But not identical.

This mattered because it rescued
the evening from the usual trap of

stapling every romantic Templar

legend onto Freemasonry and calling
the result “history”” Nor was it trying
to sterilize the subject until nothing
remained but minutes, warrants, and
of archival dank. It
in that much harder middle

the faint smell
lived
ground, where the documents say
some things, the rituals suggest other
things, and the myths keep insisting
they aren’t finished with us yet.

The talk reached
evocative and inspirational point at
Melrose Abbey. Here the argument
became less procedural and more

its most

architectural. The Cistercians, the
Knights Templar, Lay Brethren of the
Craft, stoneworkers, old lodge
traditions, and that canny Scottish
memory gathered around the ruins
like fragments of a broken column.
Brother Williams noted the Templars’
connection to Scotland, the role of
Cistercian houses, the long
construction history of Melrose, and
the persistent tradition of Melrose
Lodge of St. John. He also treated the
evidence with appropriate restraint.
No cheap thunder. No secret-history
carnival barking. Just stones, dates,
inscriptions, traditions, and the
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question of what they might have
once supported.

That scholarly restraint was the
true virtue of the evening. The lecture
did not claim that the modern
Masonic Order of the Temple is a
direct survival of the medieval
Knights Templar. It made a far better
argument: that chivalric and Templar
themes were present early enough,
widely enough, and strangely enough
that a connection between Templary
and Craft Masonry cannot be
brushed aside as mere fantasy. The
surviving record is circumstantial, but
not empty. Suggestive, but not
conclusive. Frustrating, but truly alive.

And that may be the most honest
place to leave it: Masonic history is
less like opening a vault and more like
finding a single carved stone in a field

— : | —

and realizing a building once stood there.
We don’t often get the Temple whole. We
get fragments. A minute in Boston. A
military lodge in Ireland. A line in an old
lecture. A Scottish abbey. A king’s heart
buried in stone.

Brother Williams gave us good
fragments and refused to pretend they
were the whole building. That’s more
satisfying than the legend.

Intent to Amend By-Laws:

In order to better cover candidate
education costs, the Lodge is proposing
an increase in degree fees from $495 to
$620, which requires an amendment to

our By-Laws. Be advised that a vote will
take place on the amendment at the
Stated Meeting of August 5th, 2026. Let
this email also serve as your due and
timely notice.
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MASTER
Nate Brown

SECRETARY
Mimo Akkari, PM

niftymimo@yahoo com

JUNIOR DEACON
Arthur Amadian

MUSICIAN
Jason Wilson, PM

SENIOR WARDEN
David VanderSmith

CHAPLAIN
Charlie Fisher,PM

MARSHAL
Kevin Mack

TILER
Adrian Howard

TREASURER
Sergio Gomez, PM

JUNIOR WARDEN
Sebastian Schmidt

SENIOR DEACON
Angel Perez

ASST. SECRETARY
Dago Rodriguez, PM

JUNIOR STEWARD
Max Mironenko

SENIOR STEWARD
Derek Stillman

DISTRICT INSPECTOR
Matticus Abshire,PM

South Pasadena Masonic Lodge No. 290 Meets On the First Wednesday of Every Month At
6:30pm. Please make a reservation at (626) 799-2695 if you wish to visit our Lodge.

1126 S. Fair Oaks Ave. South Pasadena CA 91030

July @ 2026



http://www.southpasadena290.org
http://www.southpasadena290.org

	7-26p.1
	07-26p.2
	07-26p.3
	07-26p.4
	07-26p.5
	07-26p.6
	07-26p.7 
	07-26p.8
	07-26p.9 
	7-26p.10
	7-26p.11 
	7-26p.12
	7/26p.13.pdf

